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Livestock Producer Survey Report Our Goals

In 2023, we mailed thousands of independent * To understand the current
. challenges and opportunities for
owner-operators of cattle and hog farms in Missouri farmers

Missouri a 4-page survey about their operations. To learn about how (and what types)
of farmers are or are not accessing

We wanted to hear directly from producers o e
during the Farm Bill debate because federal To gather producer Farm Bill

qC g g . priorities and possible solutions to
policies directly impact day to day life for inform our policy platform and
farmers, dictating how, when and what they can messaging

and will use their land for over the coming years.

We received over 1,300 responses from all corners of the state with
approximately 1,275 included in complete analysis. Now, we want to share
some of the highlights of what we learned.

Who we heard from:

Number Of Years Spent Farming Size of Operation (acres)

15 years 1-10 ac

1,000+ ac
5-10 years —

10-20 years 500-1,000- ac
20-30 years

1050 ac

50-100 ac

30+ years
100500 ac

The vast majority of responses were from
cattle farmers (92%), showing a representative
sample of operations in the state with: For Missouri independent family
farmers, it’s not IUST about ajob...
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e 93.7% cow/calf e 7.1% fat cattle




TOP CONCERNS FOR LIVESTOCK OPERATIONS

» Processing wait times— over the pandemic these increased statewide but
continue to vary greatly based on location, type and size of operation, and

season.

Drought assistance— it was the most listed resource that was both helpful
and in demand. As we continue to face increasingly extreme weather
challenges, getting both education and resources to farmers to mitigate and
prevent the harmful impacts of drought on their operations is a top concern.
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SOLUTIONS FOR THE FARM BILL

1.Congress should restore mandatory Country of Origin Labeling (COOL) for
meat.
2.Congress should put a pause on new mergers of food and agribusiness,

review the impact of past mergers and break-up monopolies that have
harmed competition.

3.Congress should support updated antitrust rules and stronger enforcement
of the Packers and Stockyards Act (PSA).
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